
IB Extended Essay Lesson #2 

The Requirements of the Extended Essay 

In the last lesson, you were introduced to some of the basic ideas of the Extended 
Essay. 
In the next five lessons you will be looking at the process of researching, academic 
honesty, how to write a bibliography, the assessment criteria and the researcher’s 
reflection space in more detail. 
In this lesson you’ll explore some of the other requirements in more depth: 

• Your supervisor – why you need one and what their role is 
• The timeline – how long it all takes 
• The general requirements - the details about what you’re going to need to submit 
• Initial thoughts about your topic – you will cover this in more detail later. 
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What CAN a supervisor do? 
• Provide guidance on the skills needed for the research process 
• Discuss the student’s choice of topic and help formulate the RQ 
• Check that legal and ethical requirements have been understood 
• Read and comment on one complete draft – not overly edit 
• Read the final version to confirm authenticity 
• Spend 3-5 hours with the student 

What a supervisor CANNOT do 
• Correct spelling and punctuation 
• Correct experimental work or mathematics 
• Re-write any of the essay 
• Indicate where whole sections of the essay might be better placed 
• Proof read the essay for errors 
• Correct bibliographies or citations 

https://learn.pamojaeducation.com/courses/23/module/2007/lesson/29841/lesson


Timeline 
It is important that you are aware that there is a timeline for the Extended Essay. It has 
to be complete and submitted to the IB before 15th March of your second year of the 
programme. In all cases the final deadline set by your supervisor will be well before the 
15th March deadline as there is final work he/she needs to do and you will need to be 
focusing on other aspects of your Diploma. The actual writing process usually takes 
between 6 and 9 months. To help you with this, all schools and supervisors will set up 
internal deadlines to ensure you stay on track.  
Print this page out and keep it with your records.  Your EE advisor will sign off on 
every step. 

Requirements Due date Supervisor signature

1. The student has 
identified a topic area 
and I have agreed to 
supervise the Extended 
Essay.

23rd April  - Year 1  

2. The student has 
shown evidence of 
conducting preliminary 
research. The topic has 
been refined and a 
working title or research 
question has been 
identified.

30th April - Year 1  

3. The student has met 
with advisor and shown 
evidence of progress 
since the last

7th May - Year 1  

4. The student has met 
with me and shown 
evidence of progress 
since the last meeting. 
The student has effective 
plans in place to make 
significant progress on 
the essay during the 
summer vacation or next 
period of time.

15th May - Year 1  



General Requirements about Topic Choice 
These are the most general requirements of any essay. 
The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic. It gives students the 
opportunity to: 

• engage in independent research with intellectual initiative, creativity and rigour 
• develop research, thinking, self-management and communication skills 
• reflect on what they have learned throughout the research and writing process. 

All students must: 
• provide a logical and coherent rationale for their choice of topic 
• review what has already been written about the topic 
• formulate a clear research question 
• offer a concrete description of the methods they use to investigate the question 
• generate reasoned interpretations and conclusions based on their reading and 

independent research in order to answer the question. 
[Copyright notice: This is taken from IB copyright materials.] 

5. The student has 
submitted a complete 
draft of the essay and 
has discussed it with me. 
This is the complete 
essay and is the only 
opportunity for formal 
feedback from the 
supervisor.

15th September - 
Year 2

 

6. The student has 
revised the draft, 
submitted a completed 
version of the essay and 
has discussed it with me. 
The student has handed 
in the final version to me. 
The student has signed 
the student declaration 
form.

1st November - Year 
2



TASK:  Reflection: My Initial Topic Ideas 
It will be a few weeks yet before you have to start making final decisions on your subject 
area and topic, but it would be useful if you started the process as soon as possible. In 
your Journal reflect on where you stand at the moment in terms of what you think you 
might want to write about. This may be about a definite idea you have or it may be just 
eliminating the areas that you know you do not want to study. You can also list more 
than one idea if that helps. This can be in prose, bullet points, a storyboard or a script – 
the written format is your choice. 
Also you will need to reflect in your journal/blog about where you are right now.   
(Note: This assignment is not graded - it will be reviewed by your supervisor during 
your writing process and for the viva voce.) 

Once you complete that process, you should be able to move to the second portion of 
this lesson’s task:  You will complete this task by using the provided Research Template. 

Extended Essay Research Template 

IB Subject Area Film

Statement of Purpose 

(Specific aspect of topic + 2 points of view + 
Terms of measurement) 

Comparing technology’s influence of film 
language and how it affects audience 
experience.

Research Question 

Make sure it involves an INVESTIGATION—two 
sides of a debate) 

How does the technology affect film 
language and people’s response to the 1933 
and 2005 productions of King Kong?

Abstract No longer required after 2017 cohort

Listing of Primary Sources  

(Subject of Investigation) 

King Kong (1933) 

King Kong (2005)



Annotated Bibliography (See Lesson #5): 

Cite each source using MLA format (stay consistent).   

Provide the quote from each source (indicate using quotations) 

Write your justification of this quote and identify its relation to the Research Question (in 
italics) 

Five Sources by 4/30/18 

10 Sources by 5/7/18 

15 Sources by 5/14/18


